How to Submit a Book Proposal to the 

South Dakota Historical Society Press
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The South Dakota Historical Society Press welcomes proposals for quality book projects from both established and novice writers. We are committed to publishing well-written, well-researched books that detail the history, culture, and day-to-day experiences of those who live in the Northern Great Plains region. The Press will consider manuscripts featuring people and events in Montana, Wyoming, and North Dakota; however, its focus is on the heritage of South Dakota. Please submit the materials listed in this form as Microsoft Word attachments to info@sdhspress.com. If you do not have email access, you may print and mail to SDHS Press at 900 Governors Drive, Pierre, SD 57501.
Before we can consider your proposal, we ask that you provide some basic information that will enable us to present your work to others within and outside the Press. Please answer the questions below as thoroughly as possible. Your doing so will help expedite the consideration process.

Please provide:

· A copy of your curriculum vitae or resume, including your contact information, occupation, education, book publications (include publisher, publication date, and estimated unit sales), and journal and magazine articles.
· A summary of the proposed work (300-500 words).



a.   Describe the content and theme. 


b.   Tell us why people will want to read the manuscript. What 
                value will general readers get out of it?



c.   Identify the primary or target audience for your manuscript, as 
                          well as secondary audiences. If you know of potential buyers 
                          or have relevant media contacts, please make note of them. 
                          List if there are significant geographic places from your life 
                          where readers may be interested in your manuscript 
                          (hometown, college, etc.).


d.   Tell us how your work is useful to scholars and how it relates 
                          to existing scholarship. Please include the author, title, 
                          publisher, and date of publication of significant comparable 
                          books.  
     e.   Tell us how the work offers original contributions to the field of 
                     study or how it differs from existing scholarship. 
· The specifications of the work:



a.    Length, including notes and bibliography. Please use the word 
                          count provided by your computer or an estimate based on 
                           the number of words per typed page.



b.   Approximate number (may be a range or estimate) of each type 
                          of image that will accompany the fully completed work, 
                          including photographs, illustrations, maps, charts, and tables.
c.   Note all additional sections to be included in your finished 
                product, such as frontispiece, dedication, foreword, preface, 
                afterword, conclusion, bibliography, recommendations for 
                further reading, appendix, index, and/or other sections.
d.   Projected completion date of the manuscript (if it is not yet 
                fully written).

e.   Anticipated publication date and the reasoning behind that 
                projected date. 
· If possible, a list of three or more experts in your field of study who might be willing to review your manuscript and do so objectively. Include each potential reviewer’s name, title & affiliation, email address, and mailing address. Do not include those who have reviewed the manuscript prior to its submission to the SDHS Press, your colleagues, or—in the case of dissertations—individuals from your degree-granting institution. The Press may or may not contact the individuals listed to request a review. 
· Sections of your work that have been published previously (if applicable) and by whom.
· A simple outline of the completed and/or proposed chapters with a brief summary of each. 
· A sample bibliography or notes.
· One or two chapters that are representative of the work. Include the proposed title of the overall work; author, title, and affiliation; editor or compiler, title, and affiliation; and the main point of contact with address, telephone number, and email address.
We assume that we have an exclusive opportunity to review your work. If this is a multiple submission (presented to other publishers as well), please explain. 

Upon receipt of your proposal, we will determine whether your work would be appropriate for our list. If that is the case, we will either request additional information, send the proposal to expert readers, or ask to see the completed manuscript. Please be advised that this process typically takes between three to six months. If, based on our internal assessments and the outside reviews, we decide your work is a good fit for the Press, we will then offer you a contract. 

To submit a proposal, please send your materials as a double-spaced Word document with normal page margins and in a 12-pt, Bookman Old Style (or similar) font, to info@sdhspress.com. If you have any questions, email Press Director Dedra Birzer (Dedra.Birzer@state.sd.us). 
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